THE SCHOOL BOARD OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA

Special Meeting regarding Charter Schools

January 26, 2005

The School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida, met in the Winona Webb Jordan Board Chambers, 3300 Forest Hill Boulevard, West Palm Beach, Florida, on 

December 13, 2004 at 3:30 p.m.  Board Members present were Chairman Thomas Lynch, Vice Chairman William Graham, Paulette Burdick, Monroe Benaim, Mark Hansen, Sandra Richmond, and Debra Robinson.  Also present were Superintendent Art Johnson, Chief Operating Officer Joe Moore, Chief Academic Officer Ann Killets, Chief Officer of Administration Gerald Williams, and Chief Counsel to the School Board JulieAnn Rico-Allison.

Public Comments:  Michael Brennan; Richard Scott; Amefika Geuka; Andre Cadogan; Joseph Bernadel

Dr. Johnson responded to public comments regarding geographic location, funding, and grades.

Mr. Lynch questioned the cap on number of charter schools.

Associate Counsel for Administration/Regulatory Compliance and Governance Denise Sagerholm gave a history of charter schools.
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Board Members discussed the following topics:  charter school funding versus public school funding; establishing guidelines for funding; and management compensation.

Dr. Robinson requested legality of charter schools, more information on capital outlay per student allocation, and admission criteria.  She also asked Mrs. Rico-Allison for an HGO opinion.

Mr. Lynch requested a policy modification identifying the criteria.

Mrs. Burdick asked under what conditions we would consider a charter school using our facilities.

Motion to approve the Lease Agreement between the Montessori Academies of Palm Beach County, Inc., and the School Board of Palm Beach County:  A motion by Graham/Hansen to approve the lease agreement between the Montessori Academies of Palm Beach County, Inc., and the School Board of Palm Beach County for the use of the "old" H.L. Watkins Media Center for the 05-06 and 06-07 schools years was followed by discussion.

Amended Motion:  An amended motion by Burdick/Graham added that the School District of Palm Beach County would have sole discretion to reclaim the leased property 
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after two years if needed and stated that the charter school will be responsible for their own property insurance was passed 6/1 with Richmond dissenting.

Main Motion:  The main motion as amended passed 6/1 with Robinson dissenting.

The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m.








______________________________








Thomas E. Lynch, Chairman








______________________________








Arthur C. Johnson, Superintendent

____________________

Date of Approval

Note:  Audiotapes are maintained by the Board Office for official record of these proceedings.

